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WILLIAMSVILLE CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
2010 PROPOSITION & SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATE INFORMATION  

 
THE WILLIAMSVILLE PTSA COUNCIL’S ANNUAL SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES’ FORUM will be 
THURSDAY, May 6, 2010, 7:00 - 9:00 PM, in the District Office Boardroom, 105 Casey Road, E. Amherst, NY, 14051.  
 

May 18, 2010 ANNUAL DISTRICT BUDGET VOTE AND BOARD ELECTION 

 
PROPOSITION NO. 1 - 

2010-2011 BUDGET 
 
SHALL IT BE RESOLVED: 
That the Budget for the year 2010-2011 presented by the Board of Education be approved?  

YES     NO 
 

PROPOSITION NO. 2 – 
LEASE OR PURCHASE REPLACEMENTS FOR EIGHT BUSES 

 
SHALL IT BE RESOLVED: 
That the Board of Education of the Williamsville Central School District, Erie County, New York, be authorized  
and directed to expend funds in an amount not exceeding nine hundred thousand dollars ($900,000) from the 
Transportation Department Capital Reserve Fund, Established in 2002, to lease or purchase replacements for  
eight buses? 

YES     NO 

 
ELECTION OF THREE BOARD MEMBERS -- BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

VOTE FOR ANY THREE CANDIDATES 
VOTERS MAY ALSO WRITE IN THE NAMES OF CANDIDATES OF THEIR CHOICE 

(The highest three vote recipients will each be elected for a three-year term beginning July 1, 2010 and concluding June 30, 2013) 

 

1A 2A 3A 4A 

 

Mohan S. Devgun 

 

Carrie Kahn 

 

Toni L. Vazquez 

 

Stephanie Gelber, Esq. 

BUDGET HEARING      VOTE TO TAKE PLACE AT 
THURSDAY, MAY 6, 2010, 6:00-7:00 p.m.   North High School Gymnasium 
In the District Office Boardroom    Tuesday, May 18, 2010 
105 Casey Road, East Amherst     7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

             Please park on the Hopkins Road side 
VOTING REQUIREMENTS     of the school near the tennis court 
--18 years of age 
--Resident for 30 days      NO PRE-REGISTRATION 
--United States Citizen      Personal identification is required. 
 

 
WILLLIAMSVILLE CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD CANDIDATES 

 
This unedited information furnished by the candidates appears in the order received for publication. 

 
Williamsville PTSA Council QUESTION TO ALL CANDIDATES: 
“In today’s challenging economic environment, how do we protect the programs that set Williamsville apart without further 
burden to our taxpayers?” 

 
 
  

Please see the back of the sheet for additional School Board Candidate Information 
    

 



Mohan S. Devgun Mohan S. Devgun Mohan S. Devgun Mohan S. Devgun     
153 Foxpoint West, Williamsville, New York 14221 
Occupation – Professor (Manufacturing / Quality). 
Years Resident in the School District – 20 
Family members and schools your children are attending – My daughter has attended Maple West (4 years) Casey Middle (4 years) and East High School (4 years), graduated High 
School in 2001. 
Activities – Gardening and mechanical maintenance of cars. 
Reason for seeking election: There are several reasons: (i) I believe with my qualifications, teaching experience and international experience in education (India, England, Venezuela and 
USA), I have unique expertise to offer to the Williamsville Education board. 
(ii) At moment, there is no representation of Asian background and it will be excellent if we can have fair representation on the Board. 
(iii) With my Engineering (Ph.D.) and Management expertise (MBA), I will be a useful asset to the Williamsville School Board.  
(iv) My daughter (who is currently finishing training in Medicine) had attended Williamsville Schools from the first grade (Maple West) to high school (East High)- she has received top notch,  
excellent education. My responsibility as a parent is to maintain the highest quality of education offered to our students in our School District. 
(v) I am professor at Buffalo State College and Buffalo State College has the top rank-status as Teacher Education College, from the Special Education to the High School level. Being at 
Buffalo State College, I am in position to bridge the link between the Williamsville Schools and the Buffalo State College. 
Answer to PTSA Council question: When looking at the ranking of School Districts (Buffalo News), Williamsville School District is at the Top throughout the Western New York. My goals 
would be to maintain that level in these economic environment. 
There are following steps in any strategic planning: 
(i) Examine what resources we have available in the short-term and long-term. 
(ii) Look at the strengths and qualities which make Williamsville School District Educational System stand out among other School Districts. This should be done in both the short -term and 
long-term periods. 
(iii) What resources do we need to accomplish our goals set out in step (ii) above. 
(iv) Match and allocate resources (available - now and in the future) to meet our goals so that we can attain the excellence we have defined in step ii above) 
(v) Prioritize and realign resources if needs arise. 
    

Stephanie Gelber, Esq.Stephanie Gelber, Esq.Stephanie Gelber, Esq.Stephanie Gelber, Esq.    
1500 N. Forest Rd. Williamsville, NY 14221 
Occupation – Attorney 
Years Resident in the School District – 20+. 
Family members and schools your children are attending – Herschel Gelber, spouse; Bradley Gelber, Emerson College, Boston;  Jordana Gelber, Williamsville North High 
Activities – Family, Community, Reading, Theater 
Reason for seeking election: The Williamsville School Board must maintain an effective and efficient organizational structure in our District so the Superintendent and Administrators can 
manage the schools, the teachers can teach the students and the students can learn what they need to know to be successful in the future. With my drive, experience, management skills and 
creativity I can assist the Board to make sure that our children continue to thrive as they move forward into the world. 
Answer to PTSA Council question: We can protect the programs that set Williamsville apart without further burden to our taxpayers by being more creative with the funds available to us. We 
need to consolidate projects and programs within and between schools in the District to limit duplication of efforts, which should save time, personnel and materials costs. We should also look 
into have our Seniors (as in citizens, not students) work with the schools, as many of them have the time to volunteer and great wisdom to share with our children.  
 

Carrie Kahn Carrie Kahn Carrie Kahn Carrie Kahn     
63 Chicory Lane East Amherst, NY 14051 
Occupation – Executive Dean of Workforce Development, SUNY Erie Community College (Higher Education) 
Years Resident in the School District – 22 years 
Family members and schools your children are attending - Spouse’s Name: Dennis Alan Kahn   Children: Maxwell Kahn  
Activities -I have a passion for education and life-long learning. Two years ago, I was accepted as a doctoral candidate for Higher Education at a local college which has expanded my 
understanding of K-12 national education reform and the need for supplemental support services to our children as well as the role of higher education as a stepping stone for economic 
development and self-sufficiency. My husband and I adore traveling and being with our family. We are active participants in the community and in fundraisers for many charitable foundations. 
Our son Maxwell continues our enthusiasm for community service and is very active in school governance. He also serves on the Amherst Youth Court.  Last week, I was nominated by the 
New York State Senate for “Women of Distinction”. This is an honor which is both humbling and exhilarating. It recognizes my dedication of service to our children both as a Williamsville 
Board of Education member and as a champion of adult learners’ higher education in our region. 
Reason for seeking election: Over the past three years, the teachers, support-staff, PTSA, and children were inspirational in my decision to seek re-election. These experiences enriched 
my sense of duty and responsibility to the Williamsville educational community. My peers of the board of education acknowledged my contributions and collaborative philosophy to maintain 
the District budget while preserving our outstanding education infrastructure. This is made possible by those who provide guidance and instruction to our most valuable resource, our children. 
Answer to PTSA Council question: The economic crisis which has resulted in the unemployment rates hitting double digits across the United States and near ten percent in our region has 
created a ripple effect on national educational budgets. Recently, the Secretary of Education indicated that between 100,000 and 300,000 teachers in public schools will loose their positions 
this year. School Districts are seeking federal stimulus funds and supplemental state funding to reduce the gaps in their district budgets while cost shifting these educational expenses to the 
tax payers. The role of the school board member is to establish and protect programs which continue to elevate the educational program offerings to our children. These offerings include basic 
and enhanced instruction; supportive services; special education services; arts and sciences; and inter-scholastic activities including athletics. Another function of the school board member is 
to balance the needs of the community with the high expectations of our educational institution. Most recently, our Board President praised the efforts of the Superintendent and all members 
of the Williamsville educational community in preparing a detailed budget which will be offered to the public on May 18, 2010. This budget preparation process began in November and 
underscored the District’s expertise in long-term financial planning. A budget was prepared which maintained jobs and educational services and retained class size to maximize the 
educational learning experience.  
As a board member, there was a collaborative effort to balance the budgetary restrictions while maintaining our educational excellence. Although only one voice of nine, I am very confident 
that indeed that objective was met and that the Williamsville School District has positioned itself for long-term growth. Moreover, the adoption this past December by the community of the 2009 
Facilities and Preservation Project further enhances the infrastructure of our District. This project will have a substantial long-term effect on our taxpayers by reducing our energy expenses; 
upgrading our technology facilities to our students and teachers; and improving the health and safety of each member in our Williamsville educational community. As the national crisis widens, 
it is projected that schools will be forced to close across the United States. In those areas affected by this contracture, there will be extraordinary pressures placed on communities to reduce 
their budgets at the expense of the children and teachers. In contrast, the burden to our Williamsville taxpayers will be minimal and may be even further offset by sales taxes and other 
revenue sources which have yet to be finalized. Regionally, as other districts experience the educational budget crisis and find the need to make cuts and revisions to existing programs, as 
part of a team of our nine board Williamsville Board members, I can proudly say that our children will continue to obtain a phenomenal education in a district nurtured and lead by educators 
who are passionate in preparing our children for 21st century globally competitive jobs. 
 

Toni L. Vazquez Toni L. Vazquez Toni L. Vazquez Toni L. Vazquez     
82 Da Vinci Court Williamsville, NY 14221 
Occupation – Co-Owner/ Practice Administrator of a medical facility 
Years Resident in the School District – 16 years 
Family members and schools your children are attending - Spouse’s Name: Dr. Raul Vazquez  
Children: son-- Saul Vazquez  age 3 
                daughter-- Nina Vazquez  age 13, Transit Middle School 
                daughter-- Nadia Vazquez age 15, Williamsville East High School 
                step-son--- Raul Vazquez Jr., age 19, Amherst Central High School 
Activities - I enjoy reading, writing and playing the piano. 
Reason for seeking election: I was raised in Buffalo and attended Buffalo Public schools.  As a kid, I remember my parents sitting around our kitchen table discussing “our purpose.”  Those 
discussions often centered around the importance of education.  I chose Williamsville for my children’s foundation because I believe that a strong education is the doorway to success.  Armed 
with an MBA, and small business experience, I can be an inspiration to many, though my leadership and my passion for public service. 
Answer to PTSA Council question: Today’s challenging economic environment has adversely affected every person that I know.  It is terribly demanding to balance “needs,” and “wants.”  
However, I believe that true educational needs are non-negotiable.  We require safe, healthy, physically and mentally fit, educational experiences, which propel our children into successful 
productive lives.  All lines of business must be carefully examined to determine what truly constitutes the “needs” of Williamsville, while limiting the burden to our taxpayers. 

 
 
This information is offered as a public service to the community.  Please exercise your right to vote. 

 

Williamsville PTSA Council DOES NOT SUPPORT OR ENDORSE ANY CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE- 
“The Parent-Teacher Organization takes a stand on PRINCIPLES AND ISSUES, not on candidates or political parties.” 

- National Congress Handbook 


